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DETAILED ACTION 
DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the after-final amendment filed December 
14, 2005. Claims 1-27 are pending in this case. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims1-6 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ginter et al (US 6,658,569) in view of Chang et al (US2001/0025369). 

5. Regarding claims 1, and 18-21 - 

Ginter discloses a network-based service system, comprising database server for 
storing a database containing information on samples that are registered in advance via 
a network; terminal to search said database and conduct design of the device, and 
account terminal for making a payment for utilizing the database from the bank account 
of the user to the bank account of the vendor upon utilization of database and the 
database supplying information on parts, vendors, and sending payments to vendors or 
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designers (e.g. col 7 In 47-52; col 127 In 15-40; col 30 In 55-65, col 126 In 40-64, col 
70, In 9-12, col 129 In 50-65, col 129 In 50-65). 

6. It is obvious that Ginter et al employ encoded instructions and computer-readable 
media. It is further inherent that any price quotation would be based on the design of 
the integrated circuit. It is additionally inherent that if the first identifying information 
does not compare equally to the identifying information stored in memory, then a 
different circuit design is needed and new price needs to be quoted. Further, Ginter 
does not disclose various aspects of circuit design and parts, such as antinoise circuit. 
Chang, however, does. Chang teaches a clock speed at which an integrated circuit is 
to operate as part of the integrated circuit specification (e.g. p 0014, 0220). Chang 
further teaches an integrated circuit design comprising circuit layout (e.g. p 0092), 
placement (e.g. p. 007, 0051, 0091), and routing (e.g. p. 0091). 

7. Regarding claim 2 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based design service system as set forth in claim 1 , 
wherein said terminal searches said database on a WWW site, and conducts a project 
(e.g. col 7 In 47-52). 

8. Regarding claim 3 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based service system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
account terminal has a function for paying an employment fee from a bank account of a 
parts vendor to the bank account of the user upon employment of the database (e.g. 7 
In 47-52). 

9. Regarding claim 4 - 
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Ginter discloses the network-based service system as set forth in claim 1, comprising: 
means for notifying other terminals if a problem is found in a sample during the process 
(e.g. 27 In 47-52). 

1 0. Regarding claim 5 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based service system as set forth in claim 1 , comprising: 
means for the user to conduct design, and determine parts to employ through price 
simulation for meeting a target price (e.g. 17 In 47-52). 

11. Regarding claim 6- 

Chang discloses the network-based service system as set forth in claim 1 , comprising 
means for notifying other terminals if a problem is found during the process for the 
device; and means design for the device, and determine parts to employ through price 
simulation for meeting a target price (e.g. par 0100). 

12. Regarding claims 7 and 22-24 - 

Ginter discloses a network-based design method, comprising the steps of a vendor 
registering on a database server various kinds of information, in advance via a network; 
a user searching said database, determining conditions autonomously, and conducting 
the design of a device; and paying a royalty for utilizing the database from the bank 
account of the user to the bank account of the vendor upon utilization of said design 
database, and the database supplying information on parts, vendors, and sending 
payments to vendors or designers (e.g. col 7 In 47-52; col 127 In 15-40; col 30 In 55-65, 
col 126 In 40-64, col 70, In 9-12, col 129 In 50-65, col 129 In 50-65). 
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13. Ginter does not specify designing circuits or antinoise circuits perse, however, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Ginter for use in any design 
job, such as circuits, furniture, etc. Further, Ginter does not disclose various aspects of 
circuit design and parts, such as antinoise circuit. Chang, however, does. Chang 
teaches a clock speed at which an integrated circuit is to operate as part of the 
integrated circuit specification (e.g. p 0014, 0220). Chang further teaches an integrated 
circuit design comprising circuit layout (e.g. p 0092), placement (e.g. p. 007, 0051, 
0091), and routing (e.g. p. 0091). 

14. Regarding claim 8 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based method as set forth in claim 7, wherein said design 
step searches said database on a WWW site and conducts the design of a device (e.g. 
col 127 In 15-40). 

1 5. Regarding claim 9 - 

Ginter discloses the method of claim 7, further comprising the step of paying an 
employment fee from a bank account of the vendor to the bank account of the user 
upon employment of a data by said user (e.g. col 8 In 20-45). 

1 6. Regarding claim 1 0 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based method as set forth in claim 7, comprising the step 
of notifying other terminals if a problem is found during the design process for the 
device (e.g. col 127 In 15-40). 

17. Regarding claim 11 - 
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Ginter discloses the network-based method as set forth in claim 7, comprising the step 
of the user conducting design for the device, and determining parts to employ through 
price simulation for meeting a target price (e.g. col 127 In 15-40). 

1 8. Regarding claim 12- 

Ginter discloses the network-based method as set forth in claim 7, comprising the steps 
of notifying other terminals if a problem is found in a sample; and the designer 
conducting circuit design for the device, and determining parts to employ through price 
simulation for meeting a target price (e.g. col 127 In 15-40). 

1 9. As above, Ginter does not specify designing circuits or antinoise circuits per se, 
however, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Ginter for use in 
any design job, such as circuits, furniture, etc. Further, Ginter does not disclose 
various aspects of circuit design and parts, such as antinoise circuit. Chang, however, 
does. Chang teaches a clock speed at which an integrated circuit is to operate as part 
of the integrated circuit specification (e.g. p 0014, 0220). Chang further teaches an 
integrated circuit design comprising circuit layout (e.g. p 0092), placement (e.g. p. 007, 
0051, 0091), and routing (e.g. p. 0091). 

20. Regarding claims 1 3 and 25-27 - 

Ginter discloses a network-based service system, comprising database server for 
storing a database containing information that are registered by a vendor in advance via 
a network; and terminal for a user to search said database, determine conditions 
autonomously, and conduct the project, and the database supplying information on 
parts, vendors, and sending payments to vendors or designers, (e.g. col 7 In 47-52; col 
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127 In 15-40; col 30 In 55-65, col 126 In 40-64, col 70, In 9-12, col 129 In 50-65, col 129 
In 50-65). 

21 . Ginter does not specify designing circuits or antinoise circuits per se, however, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Ginter for use in any design 
job, such as circuits, furniture, etc. Further, Ginter does not disclose various aspects of 
circuit design and parts, such as antinoise circuit. Chang, however, does. Chang 
teaches a clock speed at which an integrated circuit is to operate as part of the 
integrated circuit specification (e.g. p 0014, 0220). Chang further teaches an integrated 
circuit design comprising circuit layout (e.g. p 0092), placement (e.g. p. 007, 0051, 
0091), and routing (e.g. p. 0091). 

22. Regarding claim 14 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based service system as set forth in claim 13, wherein said 
user terminal searches said database on a WWW site, and conducts the project (e.g. 
col 129 In 50-65). 

23. Regarding claim 1 5 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based service system as set forth in claim 13, comprising 
means for notifying other terminals if a problem is found during the process (e.g. col 129 
In 50-65). 

24. Regarding claim 16 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based design service system as set in claim 13, 
comprising means for the designer to conduct circuit design for the device and 
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determine parts to employ through price simulation for meeting a target price (e.g. col 
1 29 In 50-65). 

25. Regarding claim 1 7 - 

Ginter discloses the network-based service system as in claim 13, comprising means 
for notifying other terminals if a problem is found during the process and determine 
parts to employ through price simulation for meeting a target price (e.g. col 129 In 50- 
65). 

26. Ginter does not specify designing circuits or antinoise circuits perse, however, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Ginter for use in any design 
job, such as circuits, furniture, etc. Further, Ginter does not disclose various aspects of 
circuit design and parts, such as antinoise circuit. Chang, however, does. Chang 
teaches a clock speed at which an integrated circuit is to operate as part of the 
integrated circuit specification (e.g. p 0014, 0220). Chang further teaches an integrated 
circuit design comprising circuit layout (e.g. p 0092), placement (e.g. p. 007, 0051, 

27. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

28. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

29. Shear (US 5,410,598) discloses a database usage metering and protection 
system and method. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
272-671 1. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

31 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, cohtact the^B^ctronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-freejNv^^^ 

cos - \ 

03/01/06 



